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SEAC - solving world-wide problems on home terms 
by Dave Smith 

"SEAC Is hereto let you act on your beliefs. 
We only have one earth. There Is no second 
chance. ACTION- we are society." 

This slogan is currently in use by 
WCCHS's newest organization, SEAC, or 
Student Environmental Action Committee. 

This group was founded by Senior Kelly 
Howard, Junior Matt Moran, and teacher 
Steve Arnold in April. SEAC is an organi
zation In which students and teachers work 
together to inform the student body on what 
Is going on in our world. 

The group's officers are: President, 

Howard; Vice President, Moran; Secretary, 
Christy D' Aqutla; and Advisor, Arnold. 

The way SEAC works is by committees. 
SEAC is dlvlded into 8 basic committees, 
which are: Correspondence, Legislative, 
Thorium, Informational, Consumption, 
Recycling. Public Relations, and Activities. 
WThe goals of these committees are to voice 
the beliefs on environmental issues that 
effect us in West Chicago and in the world we 
ltve in," said Howard. 

With SEAC in Its beginning stages, 
Howard remarked, "We are always looking 
for new members. We hope that the people 
in school are aware of us. Although they 

Two views on Kerr-McGee 
by Margaret Walen 

The following Is from two separate inter
views conducted with Paul Reed, the direc
tor of corporate communications. at Kerr
McGee in Oklahoma. and Dan .Balocca, a 
citizen of West Chicago and co-founder of 
the Thorium Action Group. 
WALEN: What is the main goal ofT AG? 
BALOCCA: To get the thorium out of town. 
To raise awareness in town, talk to elected 
officials and get them to act and to get the 
state to help. 
WALEN: How long has TAG been in action? 
BALOCCA: January 11 was when the ad 
fi rst appeared In The Press looking for 
concerned citizens. We met January 17 for 
the first time at the Wayne and Helen Fox 
Community Center. 
WALEN: What Is your outlook on the situ
ation? 
REED: The safety of the people and the en
vironment are the first priority. However, if 
the NRC (Nuclear Regulatory Commission) 
says thatthe safest place Is a capsule on site, 
we feel in agreement with them. 
BALOCCA: Many people are feeling we're 
getting somewhere. Kerr-McGee is shifting 
their position and starting to react to the 
town. There's more involvement and the 
outlook Is good at this point although It's not 
over. 
WALEN: Why has it taken so long to resolve 
this situation: the problem has been going 
on for almost 15 years? 
REED: I can't answer that-1 don't know. 
BALOCCA: It's a good question. I'm not sure 
why both sides have delayed it. 
WALEN: Do you think your side Is going to 
win? 
REED: I have no idea. 
BALOCCA: Yes, we wUl. We're very strong. 
We've seen a lot of community spirit. 
There's a sense that we will prevail. 
WALEN: When do you plan on this being 
settled? 

REED: I have no idea. 
BALOCCA: In three years. The battles will 
be over with by November. It wtll take an
other two years for the clean up. 
WALEN: What options does Kerr-McGee 
have If you lose? 
REED: A number of options would be con
sidered by the technical people, so I can't 
address it. Obviously, one option Is to take it 
somewhere else. 
WALEN: What do you think about the way 
the community of West Chicago Is reacting 
to the situation? 
REED: I fully understand that they are 
concerned about their community .I have no 
problem with them expressing disagree
ment with us and with the NRC. They're 
entitled to express their opinions in any way 
posslb e. Everyone wishes the matertals 
were not there. We didn't know when we 
received the property the matertals were 
there. 
WALEN: What do you think about the city 
rejecting Kerr-McGee's latest proposal? 
REED: I couldn't comment on that. 
WALEN: Whatls thedtggingthattssaid to be 
gotng on at the site? 
REED: There is no digging going on. no ex
cavation. The only thing going on is the 
normal day to day activities that have been 
agreed upon between the city and Kerr 
McGee. 
BALOCCA: There was definitely protective 
clothing and stuff on the ground. The reason 
Kerr-McGee gave was they were recont
ourtng. They have a permit for recontourtng 
but there was a hole. It appears they're 
preparing to receive the waste. 
WALEN: Whatfuture plans does TAG have? 
BALOCCA: We're going to go for more 
national exposure. We want more aware
ness on a larger scale. We're going to keep 
pressuring the Environmental Protection 
Agency now that they're Involved. We are 
going to publish a newsletter to get more of 
the word out. 

Measles outbreak takes toll 
by Michele Rittomo 

The State of Illlnols has passed a law 
that requires all incoming students to a 
four-year institution must be Immunized 
before college entry. 

The law was passed on July 1, 1989 be~ 
cause of the large outbreak of the (7 day) 
measles. In 1986 and 1987 Illinois had 
about 5,000 mumps cases reported. The 
vaccination Is usually gtven duringtheearly 
childhood years. It is not sufficient being 
given just once. 

DuPage County had many cases reported 
of measles. It was the worst outbreak In ten 
years. The health officials said that more 
cases than normal appeared throughout the 
Chicagqland area. DuPage County's first 
measle case began on March 6, 1989. Ac

. cording to the Chicago Sun-Times. [April 
14. 1989), 76 cases were confirmed in 
DuPage County. Ann Larson. the eptde
mio1ogtst with DuPage County. said that 
by April 1989 there were over 50 cases 
reported in McHenry County. 

The (7 day) measles have cold-like symp-

toms that includes a cough. fever. runny 
nose and rashes. The measles can be fatal 
[es~clally In young chtldren). It could lead 
to brain damage or pneumonia. 

Dr. Ralph c'ordell, director of Cook 
County's Communicable Disease Division 
said that they had many patients that were 
over 18 years old. The measles affected 
many colleges and universities. Bradley 
University started their outbreak on Feb
ruary 14.1989. Within5weeksmorethan 
85 students were infected with the measels. 

· Illinois State University was another school 
which suffered an outbreak. 

Before entering college. students must 
provide documentary evidence that sho~s 
the students have been vaccinated at least 
two times. The colleges and universities 
offer alternatives if students arrive at cam
pus without the recent vaccination. They 
will let the students remain on campus if the 
have an appointment for a vaccination lo
cally. The second choice is not allowing the 
student to register for the semester. The 
vaccination is given at physician's offices . 
and the local department of health. 

may not be a member of our committee, we 
hope they at least think about the Issues 
that we bring up." 

One ofSEAC's accomplishments this year 
was the planning of a school assembly April 
19. At the assembly. Third Ward Alderman, 
Tom Merrton. spoke as representative of 
TAG [Thorium Action Group). In addition, 
Recycling Coordinator of the Du Page 
County Department of Environmental 
Concerns and Solid Waste Department, Eric 
A. Keeley, spoke on recycling. 

In the future, SEAC's main focus will re
main on the recycling and thorium Issues. 
"We plan to head the recycling efforts at 
WCCHS including paper, cans, and glass. 

Also, we plan to help switch the school over 
to using recyclable ledger paper," said 
Howard. 

To help get things accomplished. SEAC is 
planning to. wget speakers from various en
vironmental groups in the area, and write 
letters to congressmen and other important 
figures in our government," said Howard. 

MTake a moment to think about your 
lives," remarked Howard , "Take West 
Chicago as an example. Saying we don 't 
care just because we are getting out of here 
is no reason not to bother." In other words, 
Howard hopes that students w111 become 
involved even though they may not remain 
in West Chicago after high school. 

Smokers' rights 'up in smoke' 
by Kim Kosatka 

On April 1 7. the Board of Education ad
opted the policy for a smoke-free environ
ment on school grounds to become effective 
on August 24. 

As stated in the policy Smoke-Free Envi
ronment, MCommunity High School 
94 is dedicated to providing a 
work environment for its 

Currently, West 
one lounge for those 
"Only about half a 
rently smoke, said 
intendent. 

Due to recent 
school. a "'"r1arate 
been found 
the 1986 
ration of smokers 
the same air space 
eliminate, 
bacco smoke. 

As stated by the 
atlon. sidestream 
secondary, ~l':onld-nan4l. 
untary smoke, which a 
whenever he's around 
smoking. actually has higher 
Uons of some harmful compounds than the 
mainstream smoke Inhaled by the smoker . 
The 1986 Surgeon General's Report identi
fies a chronic disease risk resulting from 
exposure to tobacco smoke for individuals 
other than smokers. 

"Therefore. it shall be the ooltcv of Com-

munlty High School District 94 to provide a 
smoke-free environment for its students 
and employees," according to the Smoke
Free Environment Policy. 

Kamm said that programs can be offered 
to employees who do smoke. One program Is 
"For Better Health" given by Delnor Hospi

from this program came on 
26 to discuss smoking 

how to deal with a 

smoker or non
with respect to 

the candidate signs 
in the policy as Appen-

l"lJJ'~··•u•-"' A is a written contract to un
derstand the poltcy and abide by it. 

Jody Kettler. guidance counselor, said. 
"It's a gOod move in the right direction. 
Hopefully, it wlll encourage me to stop." 

wProtectlng the health and well being of 
everyone Is the primary reason," said 
Kamm. 



2 Opinion . 
The Bridge I May ll, 1990 

SEAC assembly brings global message home 
On April 5, a letter from John P. Engel was published in the West 

Chicago Press. Engel urged District 94 to hold an in-school assembly to 
teach students about the thorium issue. On April 19, the Student Envi
ronmental Action Committee (SEA C) held an assembly somewhat close to 
Engel's suggestion. The main focus of the assembly was to stress the 
importance of being environmentally concerned. 

Speakers at the assembly were: Tom Merrion, the Third Ward Alder
man in charge of the Kerr McGee district and representative of the 
Thorium Action Group, Eric Keeley, DuPage County Recycling Coordi
nator, SEAC president Kelly Howard and vice president Matt Moran. The 
speakers all did a fine job of citing statistics, (Did you know each person 
in DuPage County is responsible for 5 lf2lbs. of garbage daily, 2 lf2lbs. 
more than the national average?) and why students should recognize 
the importance of environmental issues. The assembly, however, 
lacked specifics. We were not told exactly what we could do as 
students- like taking showers instead of baths to conserve water, using 
cloth bags for groceries and school lunches instead of disposable paper, 
using regular plates and cups instead of plastic, etc. We, the Bridge 
editors, assume those specifics would come out at the SEAC meetings, 
but felt they should have been included in the assembly. 

These specifics would have also more readily kept the students' at
tention. While some listened intently, others were restless, and a small 
murmuring grew within the crowd as tlmewenton. We feel that with more 
organization and explanation of what students could do and how their 
actions would aid the environment, SEAC's message would have been 
more prominent. 

A possible solution to getting students to pay attention would be to hold 
another assembly, but make this one mandatory. Speakers representing 
both sides of the thorium issue could be brought in, and students would 
learn exactly what has happened, what's being done about it, and what . 
significance it has on the community, state, and even national levels. We 

managed to work with Student Council to schedule the Earth Week 
assembly.FoundedlessthanonemonthagobyHowardandMoran,SEAC 
has more than 50 members who meet weekly. We have seen few other 
school-sponsored groups as energetic and optimistic as SEAC. 

believe the students are largely uneducated about the issue and an Thegroup'stnfluencecanbeseenonthestudentbody.asthevisitor's 
all-school fifth hour assembly would be the best way to educate the most bleachers were more than 3/4 full at the April19 assembly. We are proud 
people. The assembly, however, was successful, and a much needed step the people of our school have stepped forward to show concern for the 
towards greater environmental awareness and community action. environment. The Bridge supports SEAC fully and wishes it success in 

We are impressed at how quickly the SEAC group has formed and the years to come. . . 

Linking the gap between 'us' and .'them' 
With a mighty sweep of his flowing black robes, a shadow spread from 

the bulk of the Dark Lord to engulf the shivering form beneath him. 
Puncuated by hollow rasps from his respirator, the gleaming monolith 
growled, .. Let's see your off campus pass young man." . 

So maybe comparing the administration to Darth Vader's evil empire is 
stretching it. However, here at WCCHS this has all too often become the 
way much of the student body perceives it. Undoubtedly, differences in 
viewpoint will always lie between those in charge and those subject to 
their decisions. Unfortunately, at West Chicago this separation has 
grown to be an unhealthy rift between students, faculty, and adminis
tration. 

For students, Uiis rift takes the form of apparently senseless and 
excessive rules, sometimes unjustified treatment from para-pros (who 
are seen as basically an extension of the administration), and limited say 
in a system with is generally repressive. Their typical response to all this 
is anger. 

Examples of students releasing this frustation are not hard to come by. 
The Event Night ruckus, the mass walk out when students felt they 
should have had a snow day, and clashes with administration over fan 
behavior are three solid examples. Although these are not life and death 
matters, they are incidents that would have been unlikely in past years. 

When student tension is finally released, those in authority interpret 
this as rebelUon, and their response is to either make rules to guard 
against these actions, or to increase enforcement of present rules. 

This of course further. angers the students, who, getting only the nasty 
end of the stick, see only the nasty side of these rules. They rebel in 

. . 

Letter to the editor 
A real 'hot' issue 
Peg (Opinions Editor), 

Recently we had visitors at our high 
school. The administration was very wor
ried about this or something so they 
sucked up to them by parking their cars 
for them and turning on the air condi
tioning in the school. Rumors have been 
going around the school that the air condi
tioner hasn't worked for four years and It 
just happened to work when the North 
Central people came. What really got me 
upset, though. was when they left and the 
air conditioning was shut off. I feel It is 

. hard to work In class while you're 
sweating. I want to know why the adminis
tration shut the air conditioning off be
cause I don't think It broke right after our 
visitors left. 

Sincerely. 

Dear Jamie and Shawn, 

Jamie McDole 
Shawn C. Russell 

The North Central Evaluators reviewed 
our school for accreditation on April 25 
and 26. Superintendent Richard Kamm 
said the rumors you mentioned were 
"totally inaccurate," and that the air condi
tioning has worked for the last four years. 
He said It was on when the evaluators 
were here because "It was hot" and turned 

· off when they left because it got cooler, and 
for no other reason. I'm not certain 
"sucked up to" Is how I'd define the admini
strators' actions but I'm sure everyone 
noticed a change in the school's atmo
sphere during April 25-26. 

Thanks for writing, 
Peg Osterman 

Opinions Editor 

response and once again the situation is dropped in the administration: s 
laps. And so a destructive cycle is formed, with juveniles being created out 
of otherwise normal students, and otherwise well intentioned admini
strators being transformed into ogres, with teachers wedged uncom
fortably somewhere in between. 

Our school is btg on preventionism-on the whole a good thing. But more 
and more this desire to catch problems before they start is starting to 
cause problems itself, because many students and teachers are being 
alienated in the process. For true preventionism we need to fight the true 
problem-lac~ of communication. 

So how do we go about building positive forums for communication? 
Sometimes it's easier to define a problem than to discover the specifics of 
a solution. We need to be open to new ideas and avoid old standbys that 
have had limited effectiveness in the past. 

An example is Student Council. Although they arerepresentattveofthe 
student body, they have had less involvement in voicing student opinions 
than with organizing events, fundraising, etc. If student advocacy isn't 
their role, merely deferingthis issue to Student Council will do little to help 
the problem. Nor will the Bridge, because simply put, we are too slow and 
limited a medium for quick, smooth interaction. 

The problem must be solved in some other way: through student 
commitees, assemblies discussing the issue, suggestion boxes, or other 
alternatives involving more than a minority ofthe student body. Perhaps 
in deciding this, the beginnings of some real communication will assert 
themselves. 
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South of the. border is just down the block 
by Jeremy Mains 

One humid July night 
In a remote corner of 
Northern Mexico, a real
Ization was slowly 
forming in my mind as I 
lay sprawled on a canvas 
cot on my Latin hosts' 
patio. 

About me in the dark
ness. an orchestra of 

noises was playing full force. Children cried 
amid the flies' drone and the one note fid
dling of the crickets. On the road. a pickup 
would occaslonaly rumble by, blasting 
Ranchera music and then, quickly re
treating, be replaced by the roosters· gutte
ralcrow. ItwasmythtrdweeklnMextco, but 
I still hadn't adjusted to the Idea that 
roosters do not remain quiet all night 
waiting to herald the sunrise. 

As I listened to this chorus, so different 
from the evening hush of my home, It oc
cured to me how little I really knew of this 
curious country south of the border. Al
though I go to a high school where Hispanics 

comprise 15 percent of the school body, It 
never sank In what a difference In back
ground many of them had from my own. 

When I eventually returned from six 
weeks· volunteer work there,! realized how 
much this misconception Is part of the 
problem separating Mexicans and Amer
Icans at West Chicago. Although we share 

"It is clear that 
intermixing of 

students is not so 
extensive as we 

might claim." 
the same building, I see a split between us as 
real in many ways as If we went to separate 
schools. -

The problem however, is not one ofhatred. 
Although prejudice may exist on both sides, 
It Is not as if racial tension Is b!Jildlngtoward 

an explosion. There are no drive-by 
shootings. There are no riots on the lawn. 

But there Is no communication either. 
Alright. Perhaps no communication Is a 
little extreme, but what communication 
does exist Is often limited to Individuals and 
casual interaction. That is not to say there 
are no lasting friendships between Mexi
cans and Americans, but If you were to look 
at where students sit at lunch, or take an 
average gym class for example. It Is clear 
that Intermixing of students Is not so ex
tensive as we might claim. 

Of course. the language barrier and dif
fering backgrounds contribute to this, but it 
is the lack of communication which inten
sifies differences in culture and language. 

I'm not trying to pin blame on anyone. I 
wouldn't even know where to pin it. And 
honestly, the reprucussions of Mexicans 
and Americanscontinutngtodeal with each 
other as they have in the past would hardly 
be Earth-shattering. Perhaps smooth as
similation of Hispanics into this society Is 
inevitable. Perhaps it has already begun. 

What I have learned since returning. 
however. is that the wealth of friendships 

and new experiences I have gat ned In taking 
the effort to get to know a small part of the 
Hispanic community have been well worth 
the time and discomfort exchanged. 

It's not a question of why we should have 
to take the effort to get to know someone who 
could just as easlly take the effort them
selves. The question Is why we cut ourselves 
off from an active part of our school. 

Sure It's more comfortable, and arguably 
more natural, to hang out with those who 
share similar backgrounds. I can't argue 
every action or cultural difference, nor can I 
defend the actions of specific students. 
There are jerks within every race of man
kind. 

But I do know that when we choose to do 
nothing, we Isolate ourselves from a whole 
world within our own. There are a lot of 
simple ways to become involved in the Latin 
culture. Merely trying one of the authentic 
restaurants in town can teach you 
something, even if you skip the cow tongue. 
Or talking to the kid in gym. 

In the end. we know the Mexicans are here 
to stay. It is up to us how we choose to re
spond to them. 

Should WCCHS consider weighted grades? 
by Clafre Broido 

Well. how do you feel 
about weighted grades? 
Wouldn't It look Impres
sive to have a 5.0 GPA on 

4.0 scale? The current 
at WCCHS gtves 

e same amount of 
It to all classes. 

ml'IPtlhr'T honors OT nOt, 
Don't expect it to change 

anytime soon. Whyshouldn'tstudentswho 
take advanced courses get more credit for 
their classes than students who take 
"easier" classes?The school board has found 
several reasons against the weighted grade 
scale. 

Usually, honors or AP courses Imply that 
they are more difficult courses for students. 
But difficult for whom? Math may be very 
easy for some students; these students have 
no problem with advanced math and they 
don'thavetoworkveryhard.Orontheother 
hand. some student in basic skills work di
ligently and find their classes are difficult, 
although they may not be "advanced" 
courses. 

And who can determine what an 

courses, but who is to say that music is not 
Important to some people? 

In fact, most schools with weighted grade 
systems have different scales. Separate 
schools may not gtve the same weight to the 
same courses. One schoolmaygtvewetghtto 
an advanced history class and the other, 
which used a weighted grade system, may 
not decide to weight social studies courses 
at all. 

In fact, Stanford University In Stanford, 
California "unwetghta• weighted grades. 
Admission officers do this to try to get a real 
look at students as a whole because no two 
weighting systems are ever alike. and this 
makes comparisons between applicants 
very dtfficult. Of course, most colleges do 
look at what courses you have taken and not 
justyourGPA,sothe4.0gradingscalewon't 
hurt anyone at all. 

A weighted scale would definitely affect a 
student's curricular choices In the htgh 
school. If a student wanted to be ranked first 
tn his class at a school with weighted grades, 
he could not take any unwefghted courses. 
He would end up taking fewer courses with 
more weight. And there have been cases 
where students in schools with weighted 
systems have straight A's, but are ranked 
twentieth In their class solely because they 
have not taken all weighted courses. 

Students who would want a high ranking 
would not be able to take elective courses. A 
student may not be able to take a typing 
class, which probably would be most useful 
in later life, simply because he had to keep 
up his rank. And high school might be the 
last ttme that many students have an op
portunity to try courses that are not re
quired. 

Fifteen years ago at west Chicago Com-

munity High School, the issue concemtng 
weighted grades was a popular one. At that 
time WCCHS had weighted grades. The 
school board wanted to see how closely 
correlated weighted and unwetghted class 
ranks were In WCCHS students, and pur
posely Munwetghted" the scales. They found 
almost a perfect correlation between their 
present weighted ranklngs and the un
welghted rankings. All of the "bad" students 
were st111 at the bottom olthe l'1lJlkiDtlla, and 

all of the , for lack of a better word, "good• 
students at111 had h~ rank~. 

So, 15yearsago, WestChtcagoabolished 
its weighted grade scale. In fact, the student 
councll atthetime had a big influence on the 
removing the scale. At first, the Idea may 
seem Itke a good one, but the school board 
has not since found a reason to change back. 

Forthoseofyouwhohavesald"whatlsthe 
use of taking a harder class ifl'mgotngtoget 
the same credit as any other easier class?' 
the problem is you and not the weighted 
grade ~- We, - lltudenta. an: hae to 
learn. If the question Is "what do I get out of 
this?', the answer Is education. 

To beer or not to beer 
by Scott McCormick 

What's wrong with a 
beer? 

For athletes a beer is a 
very bad idea before. 
during or after a game or 
a practice. If you drink 
before or during your 
game It will depress your 
nervous system. Alcohol 
slows down your reac

tion time, which could be essential in a 
sport. 

It could also be potentially dangerous. 
Your reactions and Intensity Is less and you · 
could hurt yourself. Then. If you decide to 
slam a few after the game, you lose all the 
liquids you are putting In plus more. 

Instead of gatningflulds you w111 be losing 
them because drinking Inhibits the release 
of ADH (AnUdivreUc Hormones) which 

help$ the bodyretatnfiulds. The loss of these 
hormones makes you go to the bathroom all 
the time. So In the end you will lose when
ever you drink beer if you are an. athlete 
actively participating in a sport. 

A decided beer drinker should consider 
the fact that. If he wants to drink, he won't 
be able to perform to the utmost of his abi
lities. No records wtllbeableto bemadelfthe 
athlete wants to drink. 

Althoughanathletemtghtthfnkawayout 
is through steroids, he Is wrong. Steroids 
will eventually catch upwtth you. aestdes, If 
he can't do things he wants to he's just not 
trying; definitely not living up to his fuJl 
potential. 

Anyone who truly trusts his own abilities 
would need steroids to help him do tt. 

Neither steroids or beer will be a good Idea 
If you plan on being In sports. Both of these 
activities wlllln some time catch up with the 
person. On theotherhand.lfyoudon'twant 
to participate In sports. the options are open. 

"advanced" course Is opposed to a regular 
course anyway? Superintendent Richard 
Kamm feels that "value judgements" are 
being placed on courses in sehoois where 
weighted grades are used. In these schools 
with weighted grade systems, advanced 
math. English, science, and possibly social 
studies courses are gtven more weight. But 
who is to say that business or language 
courses are less Important than science 
classes? None of the schools with weighted 
grade systems have ever weighted music 

Parking spaces for teenagers unla~ e~??~g?~?..~.n~~~~:~. 
by Chris Seper complaints, according to Principal Alan th~~~~wn:s;4 h~~rr:~=y~ t~ c':~ot thing that should be changed . 

Do not come near us, 
teenagers, we do not 
want your kind here. 

That Is the message 
being blantantly blurted 
out by the residents 
around the WCCHS area 
In the form of signs that 
say 'No parking from 8 
a.m. to 10 a.m.' These 

signs are just plain anti-teen. 
With tbe erection of the signs. the parking 

sP.ace~ have diminished by five streets, 
equalling about 80 to 100 spots. With so few 
parking spaces around the school and even 
fewer parking permits, this has also forced 
students to park farther out, a smalllnco
vlenience but an unnecessary one. 

The signs were erected due to the com
plaints of several of the residents. The 

. Jones, were of students littering, loitering, obviously tell who does all thesethtngs. Now · To the residents near WCCHS, If no 
destroying property (such as pulling up agreed, students do a lot of the things com- parking signs are to be In your area, they 
grass and putting out cigarettes In the lalned about, but Is It to the point where .should be any time. There should also be a 
lawn), and walk!Dgthrough lawns to gefto fheywoulddtsruptyourmornings?Dothese viable reason, Instead of just getting some 
the school. things terrorize your familles? punk kids away from your yard. 

Plus, why do the residents not have 'No 
parking any time' signs erected In their 
areas, therefore Insuring that no evll vandal 
will park by their house and smash the~ 
llvingdaylightsoutofafewclumpsofgrass? 

Fortunately, Mayor Paul Netzel saw the 
signs and, at last check, wanted them 
removed. He had asked Jones to make 
speeches in all juntor and senior classes 
about the problem In hopes that we would 
tone the disruption down. · 

But with Netzel entangled in the Kerr
McGee mess, putting most of his time there. 
it Is doubtful that he will get around. That is, 
unless. a certain student body were to bring 

DUPAGE YOUTH: EARN 
SUMMER CASH FAST! 

It'a ... ,. Earn IDODe)' today for what you ~·at 
tomomw. Cut your job huotiDI time torero. 
CALL NOW to pt )'IIUr full-time tummer job. 

682-7880 
DuPac• PICI.Joh TraiDlal 0mee 

421 N. County Farm Rcl. 
Wheatou. IL 

EOE MIF Must meet eligibiiity guidelines. 

-· 



4 In-depth 
The Bridge I May 11, 1990 

College of DuPage: Quality education close to home 
by Melissa King 

College of DuPage opened it's doors to 2,621 
students in 1967, with 87 full time, and 19 part 
time faculty, administrators, and counselors. 
Today the numbers have increased to 218 full 
time, and 1, 188 part titne staff members, which 
makes it possible to open the facility to more 
than 30,000 students. 

The community college district that C.O.D. 
serves has grown, also. It began from the for
mation of 1 0 high school districts outside of 
Chicago. C.O.D. now serves parts of Cook and 
Will counties along with the majority of 
DuPage. 

C.O.D.'s Central Campus in Glen Ellyn 
offers both credit and non-credit programs, as 
does the Open Campus. The Open Campus 
operates satellite learning centers throughout 
the district. Central Campus offers five aca
demic divisions and two service divisions: Hu
manities and Liberal Arts, Natural Sciences, 
Occupational and Vocational Education, So
cial and Behavioral Sciences, Business and 
Services, Academic Services, and Learning 
Resources. 

The better part of Open Campus is responsi
ble for delivering educational programs 
throughout the district: the Business and Pro
fessional Institute, Academic Alternatives, In
structional Affairs, and Community Educa
tion. 

The Business and Professional Institute (BPI) 
is designed to meet the educational and training 
needs of businesses and professionals. The In
stitute offers professionals continuing their 
education, including in-house training, con
sulting, credit and non-credit courses, and 
seminars on and off campus. The Academic 
Alternatives Unit offers flexible learning 
courses with radio, television, and print com
ponents. Field and coordinated studies ar
ranges adventure in education through hands
on experience. 

Instructional Affairs and Community Edu
cation offers credit classes off-campus, non
credit continuing education courses, a Kids on 
Campus program, and the Older Adultlnstltute. 
Three regional offices located in Addison, 
Hinsdale, and Naperville bring campus services 
to the community. Additional services of Open 
Campus are the Learning Laboratory. skills 
center, off-campus learning centers, indepen-
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dent study, the educational ·advising centers, 
and the testing and Open Campus Student 
Services program. · 

The central administration provides support 
services for students and faculty. These ser
vices include: planning, computer services, 
admission, registration and records, research, 
finance and business services, public relations, 
public information, grants, C.O.D. Foundation 
support, and physical support services. Stu
dents may take college credit courses with the 
ability to control the beginning time, ending 
time, and study pace. Each learning strategy 
meets the standard course objectives, and car
ries full credit. 

-
If you plan to transfer to a four-year college or 

university obtain a catalog from the school(s) 
you are considering. This will.allow you to be
come familiar with their General Education and 
departmental degree requirements. Consult 
with your adviser about courses to take while at 
C.O.D. based on the requirements ofthe trans
fer school. All students intending to transfer are 
encouraged to plan their programs according to 
the requirements of the transfer institution. 

Tuition and fees for residents are $20 per 
quarter hour of credit, subject to change. College 
of DuPage offers many areas of study competi
tive to four year colleges. You may graduate or 
transfer with the same benefits. 
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Class of 90's top picks 
by Elma Garza 

COD and Transfer 16% 

Armed Forces -6% 

Undecided 6~ 

Transfer 2% 

Out of State Unl\1. 10% 

Brl dge Sur""". out of 150 people 

Deciding what college your attending is one of 
the toughest predicaments that a student must 
face. However, many students have chosen 
colleges close-by, or within the state. 

A large percentage of students choose College 
of DuPage as their first choice. With a per
centage of 32, C.O.D. is the most populated 
college that seniors will attend. However, 16 
percent plan on transferingfrom C.O.D. to other 
colleges, after one year. 

While other students plan on attending other 
in-state universities. With a percentage .of 28, 
many students plan on attending colleges 
close-by. Northern Illinois University, Univer
sity of Illinois, Western and Eastern Illinois and 
Southern Illinois are some popular chotqes. 

Only a small percentage of students will at
tend out of state universites. Ten percent chose 
out of state colleges because they needed a 
change in atmosphere. While 2 percent plan on 
transferingfrom out of state colleges to other out 
of state college. 

Other In-State Unlv. 28~ 
An even smaller percent of students are going 

into the armed force along with the same per
cent of students who are undecided. Reasons for 
goingintothearmedforcesvariesfromfinancial 
reasons or for skills that will help them in the 
future. 

Though college may not be in everyone's fu
ture, 1t is for many at W.C.C.H.S. 

Public universities vs. private 
Is one better than the other? Creighton University has 80% of their faculty 

with doctrines. Southem Illinois University -
Carbondale faculty has 65% with doctrines. 
Western Illinois University's faculty has 47% 
with doctrines. 

by Michele Rittorno 

Many students must decide what college they 
w111 attend. 

There are private colleges as well as public. 
However, the private colleges and universities 
tend to be smaller than public schools. 

Knox college in Galesburg, Illinois has a stu
dent body of 1,100 for the undergraduate class. 
The average student/faculty ratio is 12 students 
per every one teacher. The average class size is 
15 students. Another private university is 
Creighton University in Nebraska. Creighton 
has a total of 6,060 students for both the grad
uate and undergraduate classes. The student/ 
faculty ratio is 14 students per teacher, and the 
average class size is 25. A counselor from 
Creighton said that the smaller class size makes 
it more personalized. The faculty is also acces
sible to the students. 

Drake University, in Des Moines, Iowa, is also . 
a private school with about 4,000 undergra
duates attending the school. The average ratio 
is 17 students to one teacher, with classes of 
about 35 students. Although some classes can 
be as small as 1 0 students. Bradley University in 
Peoria, Illinois has a total of 5, 500 students. The 
average student/faculty ratio is 15 students per 
teacher, and the average class size is 25 stu
dents. 

Northern Illinois University, a public univer
sity, In Dekalb, Illinois has around 20,000 un
dergraduate students. Northern's student/ 
faculty ratio is 18.5 students per teacher. Ac
cordingto a counselor at Northern the class size 
varies depending on the course. Western Illinois 
University in Macomb, Illinois has about 13, 
000 undergraduate students. The student/ 
faculty ratio is 1 7 to one, and the average class 
size is 26. 

Southern Illinois University In Carbondale, 
Illinois has a total of 24,227 students attending 
their university. Out of the total, there are 20, 
126 undergraduate students. Their class size 
varies. Southern Illinois counselor said that 
their classes depend on the professor and how 

many students want to take the class~ The 
average studentjfaculty ratio is 18 to 1. 

The private universities has higher per
centage rate in having their teachers have 
PH.D's. 

Knox university and Drake university has 
93% of their faculty with PH.D's. Bradley Uni
versity has 75% of their faculty with ~octrines. 

Tuition to a private university is usually more 
expensive than to a public school. The tuition 
and fee with room and board ranges from $11, 
000 to $15,000 for the private universities. 
Publicuniversitiescostabout$4,000/~.000per 
year. 
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A day in the life of Biff and Happy 
by Dave Malec 

As the sun shines through the trees. the world 
around us comes to life. Birds begin chirping a 
melodious tune. Somewhere in the distance a 
dog barks and motors start humming. Thus, 
beginning another day in the life of Biff and 
Happy. 

Biff is a college student who enjoys a spacious 
8 by 8 foot room with a lovely view ofthe student 
parking lot. He shares his room with an ob-

- noxious bookworm and has the comfort of 
sleeping on a bunkbed. The room is connected to 
the next door. givtngBiffthe pleasure of sharing 
the bathroom with three other people. Yes, dorm 
life is such a wonderful thing. 

Happy, on the other hand, works at the local 
garage while he lives at home. Every morning he 
can look forward to having his face slobbered on 

\\He finally picks out his 
best Fruit of the Loom 
and jumps into his oil 
spattered overalls!" 

by the family pet mastiff. His six brothers and 
sisters always make the morning interesting 
with their screaming and jabbering over the 
blare of Teenage Mutant Ninja 'J;urtles. Mom 
and dad are also a cheerful sight in the morning. 

Biff decides it's time to get dressed. He throws 
on a ripped pair of jeans, a sweater, and his 
overcoat. After a couple minutes of thought, Biff 
chooses to add his infamous Charlie Chaplin hat 
to the outfit. Now he's ready to take off to Biology 
with Mr. Rumplebut. 

Looking into his closet, Happy ponders which 
one of his t-shirts to wear. He finally picks out 
his best Fruit ofthe Loom and jumps into his oil 
splattered overalls. Quickly heading for the 
door, he almost forgets his red bandana. Whew! 
That was a close one, Happy doesn't feel com
plete without his bandana. 
· Walking out of his dormitory, Biff heads for 

the parking lot to unlock his Schwinn 1 0 Speed 
Cross Country Racing Bike. It's got all of the 

latest options - handlebars. a rearview mirror, 
and his name is even painted on the side. With 
great pride, Biff rides off toward the science 
building. 

After his mom's goodbye kiss, Happy goes out 
to the garage. Slowly he opens up the door. There 
radiating in the sun was his cherry red '67 
Corvette. As he slid into the front seat one 
thought crossed his mind. Getting to work in 2.3 
minutes by keeping the car at a constant 85 
mph. 

After completing an eight page Calculus test 
Biff is ready to wolf down some vittles. Upon 
entering the cafeteria he notices that the meal of 
the day is filet of fish. Blechl Biff decides to eat a 
few boxes of Fruit Loops instead. Polishing off 
his meal with a bowl of chocolate chip ice cream, 
Biffheads back to his room to catch a few winks. 

Sweeping up the last ofthe windshield, Happy 
walks across the street to the Hotdog Heaven 
stand. Ordering a couple of chili dogs. a fry, and 
Mainmoth Mtlkshake, Happy sits at a window 
booth and takes in the lovely afternoon traffic. 
While walking out the door he says to himself, 
"Ya know, it don't get much better than this." 

Waking up from his snooze at about 6:30, Biff 
hits the books to study for tomorrow's genetics 
test. Getting a couple hours of review in, Btff 
decides to get out and socialize with some college 
chicks. He heads next door to mooch some 
money. Having luck, Biff finds a date and they 
spend the next couple of hours watching The 
Invasion of Bombay Bimbos. 

Happy, on the other hand, takes his girlfriend 
out to Bob's International Cuisine. After a deli
cious meal of sheep's stomach they head to a 
comedy club and then proceeded to a bash on the 
other side of town. Finally getting in at about 
four in the morning, Happy's mom greeted him 
at the door and gave him a good lashing with her 
left -over spaghetti. 

And so ends a long day in the lives of Biff and 
Happy. Although both of them choose different 
routes after high school, they seem to be en
joying themselves. Biff with his casual sched
ule. but loads of homework. and Happy working 
all day and partying all night. Will you choose to 
follow in the footsteps of Btff or Happy? I leave 
the choice up to you. · 
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When going to college what will you miss the most? 

by Danielle Caffarello 

"The constant hum of the walkie-talkies carried 
by the para-pros as they patrol the hallways." 
ElmaGarza. 

"My allowance." Jennie Ostrowski. 

.. The pitter-patter of Ms. Barsema's gym shoes." 
Jeremy Mains. 

"My famlly, and good times l have with my 
friends." George Rapinchuk. 

"The superb teaching faculty at WCCHS and 
their assistants, Paul, Judy, Barb, and Wilber." 
Scott McCormick. 

.. Watching my God child grow." Tricia Blum. 

.. GettinJ(moneyfrom my parents. "Melissa King. 

"I'll miss seeing my dog everyday." Michele 
Rittorno. 

"The cockroaches in the bathroom, the imma
ture people, and crackling student 
announcements." Michelle Perry. 

"Home cooking." Margaret Shim. 

"NOTHING." Peg Osterman . 

"My room and all 
the babes on the 

ceiling." Gil Rangel 
"My waterbed." Dave Malec. 

"My new niece or nephew." Kim Kosatka . 

"My own bathroom." Tracey Geisler . 

"Acting like a kid, because now I have to act 
responsible." Dave Smith. 

"CUp out our number." 
"There are good reasons why you should 

choose the Gary-Wheaton Banks for a college 
loan. If your family income meets the 
government's needs requirements, the rate is 
only 8% and you don't have to repay the loan until 
you graduate or withdraw as a full·time student 

"We·also offer a low cost PLUS loan to 
parents of students whose family income is 
above the needs requirement and supplemental 
financing to students who are independent of 
parental support but do not qualify for a 
government-backed student loan. 

"And we'll stand by you after graduation with 
special financing that can consolidate all your 
education loans from various sources into one 
package. 

"If you have any questions or would like some 
free advice about education financing, call us. 
Meanwhile dip oUt this coupon to help you 
remember to write in our num~r on your 
financial aid forms. You can count on us to 
finance your future." 
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Sumotori - the battle of the bulge 
by Jeremy Mains 

Among the ranks of bizarre professional 
sports, few appear more allen to the Western 
viewer than sumo wrestltng. a cultural 
event much heralded but ltttle understood. 

Unquestionably. the most outstanding 
feature of sumo wrestling Is the Incredible 
size of Its participants. Mention sumo 
wrestltng to an American and more than 
likely he will say, "Oh-that's with those big 
old fat guys, right?" Obviously, because of 
the nature of the sport. amassing bulk Is a 
strong asset. However, a wrestler's size 
does not always accurately reflect his abil
Ity. 

Wrestlers will often topple opponents 
nearly twice their weight, and sometimes 
more. In the top division, sumotort [the 
wrestles' Japanese name) may weigh as 
little as 200 pounds, with the heftier con
testants tipping the scales over 400. 

One recent contender for the first rank 
was a mere 5 '9", 186 pounds. His relatively 
slight build contrasts with that of the 
heaviest wrestler In recent history. Hawafin 
born Konlshiki Yasokichi who, until his 
knee collapsed from excessive bulk, sup
ported 525 pounds on his 6'2" frame. 
Since 1957, the Sumo Association [the 
official governing body) has placed a limi
tation of at least 165 pounds and 5 '7" for 
wrestlers over 20 years old. 

What Is truly amazing Is that the sumo
tort sustain these dimensions on only two 
meals a day. Of course, most recruits have 
considerable growth potential to begin 
with, not being selected for their petite
ness. Many are found In more rugged 
mountainous regions, snow country, or 
fishing villages from all over Japan. 

However. the key to their build lies In their 
diet, Including the great quantity they eat. 
Chanko-nabe, a stew simmered to a pulp,ts 
the primary single course meal. Cooked in a 
great communal pot. the stew contains fish. 
meat, chicken, eggs. and such vegetables as 
onions, cabbage, turnips, and carrots, 
along with sugar and soy sauce. A survey 
of 300 wrestlers placed an average intake 
at five to stx thousand calories a day. 

Although sumo Is a young man's sport 
[wrestler's generally retire befor 30). the 
sumotort actually live about as long as the 
average Japanese, a fact that may suprise 

In a sport without weight divisions. a 
foe like Konishiki Yasokichi can be a 
little Intimidating. since his assets total 
over 500 pounds. 

the weight-conscious. Yet despite the fame 
of the wrestlers' prodigious bellies. few 
Westerners understand this sport which 
rivals baseball as the most popular sport 
In Japan. 

At first glance the concept Is simple 
enough. Two wrestlers enter a ring 15 feet 
across and crouch behind two parrallelllnes 
In the center. At the appointed time both 
charge, and In the ensuing struggle each 
attempts to force his apponent to the floor or 
out of the ring. The first to touch at all out
side the ring .or within the hard-packed 
arena surface with anything other than his 
feet loses. The average bout lasts 11 seconds 

According to th«( Sumo Association 
handbook, "Striking with fists, hair pull- . 
tng. eye gouging, choking, and kicking in . 

the stomach or chest are prohibited. It is 
also agatnst the rules to seize the part of 
the band covering the vital organs." Apart 
from these stiff restrictions, however, ba
sically any method of forcing the opponent 
down or out Is permissible-Including 
hitting with an open hand, slapping, and 
kicking. 

As In all sports there are techniques In
volved, and since sumo In varying forms 
dates back hundreds of years at least [one 
account puts It at 30 B.C.) there Is a ~ch 

Intermingled with technique and the 
great size of the wrestlers Is a great deal of 
pomp and ceremony. Although the matches 
themselves rarely exceed · a minute, pre
bout pageantry, which includes ritual 
cleansing of the ring with salt and demon
strating that they have not concealed any 
weapons amid their fat, usually takes four 
minutes. 

Much attention Is also given to dress, al
though this may seem ironic considering 
sumo wear little more than a loincloth and a 

In addition, high-ranking sumotort must 
also purchase a set of woven aprons- one for 
him, one for his herald, and one for his 
sword-bearer. These aprons, made from silk 
and gold fringe with gold and silver thread, 
often leave the wrestler's personal fan club, 
who heft the blll, bereft of thousands of 
dollars. 

Then of course, therearethecompetitlons 
themselves. At the center of the sumo world 
are the Grand Tournaments, or basho, held 
roughly six times a year. Even with matches 
lasting about five minutes apiece, the five 
hundred plus competitors take 15 days to 
complete the basho. 

Each wrestler below Champion rank 
receives a new ranking at each tournament 
according to his placing at the previous one. 
Winning eight or more matches Is likely to 
bring a promotion. The more won, the more 
upward steps are probable, and the more 
lost, the more downward steps likely. Injury 
or Illness can't stop a wrestler- if you don't 
show for a match, you lose. 

In general, champions wipe up on the 
minors In the first week, and their peers the 
second. On the final day of the basho, 
television sets all over the nation will tune 
In to watch the Grand Champions clash. 
Whatever wrestler gets the most wins, 
usually a high-ranked Yokozuna or Ozekl, 
will receive the Emperor's Cup, a mon
strous trophy which transfers ownership 
constantly. Ozekt must do consistently 
well and show considerable character In 
order to be promoted to the highest rank, 
where they may not be demoted. 

With a mix of agility and bulk two Yokozuna (Grand Champions) battle at the 
brink of the ring. Sumo has a complex system of ranking based on ability and 

The powers that be decide who will face 
who. and more or less arbitrarily choose 
pairings 24 hours before the match. Every 
so often a dark horse Senior will steal the 
Cup. adding an element of surprise to an 
otherwise very structured sport. 

To truly appreciate sumo though, requi
res a more thorough knowledge of the lore 
Involved and the culture 1t stems from What 
would baseball be without hot dogs. 
chewing tobacco, and crotch scratching? 
Likewise, sumo is much more than two 
half-naked lards battling In a ring. Theirs is 
a history as Imbedded In Japanese culture 
as the tea ceremony and sushi bars. The 
more the viewer understands the subtleties 
Involved, the more enjoyment he will have 
watching sumo. 

performance, rather than weight. · 

heittage to draw upon. Traditionally. forty
eight "falls" or methods comprise the sumo 
technique, Including throws, thrusts, 
grapples, and trips, although In practice 
there exist more than two hundred. 

Two general principles lie behind most 
methods. Every wrestler practices daily to 
get his weight "down", in terms of gravita
tional center, not poundage, In order to In
sure a muscular development of the hips, 
which Is at the core of success. The other 
concept Is that the maximum force should 
be exec;uted with a minimum change In 
balance. 

In dally training, wrestlers engage in 
physicals excerclses to concentrate weight 
and develop strength. Although some have 
made a practice of wetghtltfttng and judo. 
most wrestlers spend only an hour or so a 
day In actual practice, although most rise 
before 6:00. Methods Include slamming, 
long-sustained pushing against ptllars, 
stretching and contracting of their waists 
and legs, and stamping. 
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wide belt used in grappling. The wrestlers 
must first pay some attention to their hair, 
which Is generally placed In a greasy top
knot. and for which many stables (the 
community centers where sumo live and 
train) have full-time barbers. Lately. 
barbers have been In short supply, however, 
due to their salaries. 
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Dice rolling for mighty mouth of crass comedy 
' . . 

byGURangel 

Walking down the halls of West Chicago 
High, you hear some students recite a 
poem they heard over the weekend. "Jack 
and Jill went up the hill with a buck and a 
quarter. Jill came down with $2.50." Then 
they recite all the other rude poems and 
get hysterical. 

The man responsible for this vulgar 
comedy is Andrew Stlverstien, otherwise 
known as Andrew "Dice" Clay. The "Dice 
Man" Is one the most controversial, and 
arguably more popular, stand-ups In com
edy today. It took 11 years for Clay to get 
where he is today. 

"People are nasty," says Clay. "Maybe 
that's why my humor has gotalotof attitude 
to it, 'cause nobody wants to see people do 
good." 

Clay started out by playing In discos doing 
Travolta and Stallone imitations, but 
working on the East Coast was "boring" for 
him, so he moved out to the West Coast. He 
worked In Los Angeles for seven years 
stuck to a two a.m. spot. 

"You got to go on late 'cause nobody will 
follow you, but yet three quarters of the au
dience is gone." While Clay was working at a 
two a.m. spot, at a comedy store. he also 
auditioned for acting parts. Clay's first real 
Jobs were the movies casual Sex? and a 
single episode on television's Crime Story. 

But Clay's success didn't happen until he 
appeared on a Rodney Dangerfield HBO 
comedy special with Sam Ktnlson and other 
comedians. "Without Rodney putting me on 
the first HBO special , l'd still be struggling," 
said Clay. 

From here, Clay was known as the guy 
with the nursery rhymes that were updated. 
Clay's comedy has been talked about a lot 
because of his style of comedy. Clay doesn't 
do a comedy act without direct reference to 
sexual organs or related objects. 

His style of comedy has banned him from 
television because of the performance he 
presented on the 1989 MTV awards. Clay 
referred to Jay Leno's Tonight Show's 
minority-bashing. "He'll (Jay Leno) talk 

about the foriegners who own 7 -Eleven and 
it's O.K." Clay went on tour In 1989 and 
tickets sold easily. St. Louts, Detroit, and 
Phoenix sold out In 45 minutes. Chicago 
tooktwohoursandNewYork's l8,000seats 
went in four. 

For the summer, Clay Is making a recur
rence since his banning. He will be por
traying a Rock-n-Roll detective In Twenti
eth Century Fox's The Adventure of Ford 
Fairlane. Clay plays an unorthodox private 

"People are nasty," 
says Clay. "Maybe 

that's why my humor 
has got a lot of attitude 

to it, 'cause nobody 
wants to see people 

do good." Clay started 
in discos doing 

Travolta and Stallone 
imitations. 

Investigator who specializes In the world of 
the music Industry. · 

Clay pursues a young woman (played by 
Priscilla Presley). who may provide clues to 
the mysterious death of a heavy metal 
singer {played by Motley Crue's Vince Neal). 
Falrlane becomes Involved In a colorfulla
brynth of corruption , double crosses, 
blackmail. and murder. 

Opening right at this feature's heels Is the 
Andrew "Dice" Clay Concert Movie. Clay Is 
live and uncensored In his first concert film 
in the tradition of the live performances. 
Also in Clay's future will be an ABC series 
titled Salman. "It'll be number one 'cause 
I'm funnier than anybody that's on T.V. ," 
boasts Clay. "It'll be beeootiful prime time." 

Here's the answer 
to your first 

college economics quiz: 
823353 

This is the Lender Code number for West 
Suburban Banking. When you fill out the 
Financial Aid forms at the college of your 
choice, this number will let us help you realize 
the dream of a college education now without 
starting a repayment schedule until six months 
after leaving school. 
We can finance your tuition, books, living 
expenses and more through a Statford Loan, 
formerly called a Guaranteed Student Loan, 
at interest rates of 80/o or 100/o depending on 
the length of the loan. Even your Economics 
Professor would like those rates. 

For more answers about financing your 
college education please call: 
Donna Walz at (708) 691-8558 

Member FDIC 

WE§T !!ii.1BL11lBAN BANKING C=l 
EQUAL ltOUIIIG 
LENDER 

Said Time Magazine recently about Andrew "Diceu Clay's humor, "Nearly 
everything he says is wildly heinous. Clay knows this, and so do his fans; their 
laughter is a release at hearing forbidden thoughts twisted into jokes." Here, 
Clay plays himself in the Andrew Dice Clay Concert Movie, due this summer. 
1990 Twentieth Century Fox. 
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Are drugs and alcohol taking over WCCHS? 
by Debbie caruso 

West Chicago:. has the use of alcohol and 
drugs Increased or decreased In the past two 
years? 

In this past school year, 14 students have 
been referred to the Dean's office because of 
drugandalcoholabuse. Theuseofdrugsand 
alcohol has Increased since a survey taken 
by WCCHS In 1988. If a student Is caught 
with alcohol or drugs In school he or she wtll 
be given a number of days for suspension. If 
the student and hlsfher family agree to go to 
an alcohol or drug rehab, then the student 
will not have to serve out the suspension. 

On March 19, 574 surveys dealing with 
drugs and alcohol were distributed to se
lected classes. Three hundred forty-five 
were returned and tabulated. 

The percentag_e of freshmen who have 
ever tried alcohol Is 6 7. 7 percent; sopho
mores Is 84.3 percent; juniors is 84 percent; 
and seniors is 87.6 percent. In the last ~0 . 

days, 27.9 percent of the freshmen: 28.2 
percent of the sophomores; 37.2 percent of 
the juniors; and 70.8 percent of the seniors 
have used alcohol. 

The percentage of freshmen through se
niors who have tried marijuana Is; 8.6 per
cent, 20 percent, 29.8 percent, and 46.5 
percent. respectively. In the past 30 days 
21.5 percent of the freshmen: 8.2 percent 
of the sophomores; 5.3 percent of the ju-

Freshnau 

Sophanom 

.lmiart 

Sen len 

Students Who Have 
Ever Tried Alcohol 

Brktte sn.,_, . .. WQ)!S &tu...,t. I 
Out of 345 random surveys, an average of 81.5 percent of students. freshmen 
through seniors have tried alcohol. (graphics by Llza Lenertz) 

nlors: and 25 percent of the seniors have 
used marijuana. 

The most common place students use al
cohol or drugs Is at parties, according to the 
survey. The percentages of freshmen 
through seniors who use these substances 
at parties is; 42 percent, 45 percent, 55.3 
percent, and 75.3 percent respectively. The 
second most common place is with their 
friends at night. Twenty-etght percent of 
the freshmen, 32.9 percent of the sopho
mores, 42.5 percent of the juniors, and 
72.6 percent of the seniors choose to do 
this. 

When students asked what they thought 
the government should do about the use of 
alcohol and drugs many replied, "legalize!" 
One student said, "I think we should go after 
thepeoplewhousedrugs. Thesepeoplehave 
a problem and need the help. Once we get 
them to stop, the drug dealers will have no 
one to sell to. It will take time, but It will 
get the Job done.· Another student replied, 
"We should go after drug dealers first. 
Once we've caught them, all the people 
who use drugs no longer can get them.· 

Principal Alan Jones said that drugs will 
"absolutely" cause problems with classes, 
and is, "opposed· to people using drugs." 
Jones feels though we should, "start to look 
at the Idea oflegallzing drugs." This way, !fit 
is available to anybody. maybe the tempta
tion will not be there to use them. 

Attorney General speaks to Student Council on environment 
by Dave Smith 

On Aprill7. State Attorney General, Nell 
F. Hartigan, spoke to Student Council about 
aiding our environment. 

Hartigan visited the students during a 
special meeting third hour that day. During 
this meeting Student Council participated 
In a question and answer session with 
Hartigan. 

Some of the topics touched upon were 
West Chicago's problem with Kerr-McGee, 
landfill problems, and ways to clean up the 
environment. 

While speaking on Kerr-McGee Hartigan 
said that It Is a very serious problem to stop 
the burial because West Cht~o·s water 
supply Is 80 feet underground. He said 
that contamination by seepage of the 
waste could be disastrous to our water 
supply. 

Hartigan then further remarked that 
WCCHS's Student Council can play an Im
portant role as models for other schools Jn 
helping the environment because of Kerr
McGee. ·vou (WCCHS) are in a very unique 
situation. You have a serious problem less 
than a block away from school," satd 
Hartigan. He then remarked that because 

of this We-go should not remain a passive 
school in envtr~nmental problems. 

Another topic discussed with the group 
was the problems with landfills becoming 
over full. ·what do we do when the landfills 
arefllledup?Whatdowedowiththegarbage 
In our kitchens?" said Hartigan. He then 
suggested ways for which students could 
reduce their production of garbage. Rec
ycling and the cutting down in the uses of 
unbiodegradable products were both men
tioned. 

The following is a list of20 ways Hartigan 
gave Student Council to help the environ
ment. 
e Plantatree;lttakescarbondtoxtdeoutof 
the atmosphere, provides shade and cools 
the air around it. 
e Choose natural products such as cedar 
over synthetics such as moth balls, which 
utlltze additional energy and chemicals to 
produce and generate additional emissions. 
e Keep a sponge or a cloth available for 
minor spills instead of paper towels to re
duce waste to landfills and to conserve the 
energy used In paper production. 
e Recycle paper where you work; the 
average office worker discards 175 pounds 
of high grade paper per year. 
• Promote recyclinli( In your community 

Youth Council at a standstill 
by Dana Billick 

The West Chicago Youth Council has 
come to a standstlll from their recent prog
ressiveness In the community because of 
financial problems. 

The council, appointed In September by 
Mayor Paul Netzel, consists of nine citizens 
from West Chicago. Theyincludecommittee 
president, Vanessa Muhlderger, an eighth 
grader at West Chicago Junior High; Kathy 
McKee, a teacher at the junior high; 
Margaret Walen, a Junior at West Chicago 
High School; Dorothy Carter, a teacher at 
WCCHS: and five community members. 
George Darquea, Betty McDonald, Chuck 
Pheneger, Dave Roberts, and Bob Spalo. 
The council Is designed In order that the 
young citizens In the town can have a 
voice In Its happenings. 

The committee meets on a monthly basis 
and discusses such issues as helping youth 
speak up, community service projects, and 
Involvement in gotngs on In We-go. 

Since this Is the youth council's first year 
In operation, much of what they have ac
complished is to realize thetrcapacltyofhow 
much they can and want to take on and to 
establish goals for the future. Some ofthese 
inch.tde sponsoring a community clean up 
day, and participating In West" Chicago's 

Railroad Days by including a youth deco
rated float. 

However. progress on these Issues have 
been stopped from lack of approval of the 
proposed budget. We-go's budget manager, 
Dan Foster, has been working revising 
these figures and making them workable. 
Muhlderger expressed, •tt's really hard to 
work without knowing how much we have 
to spend." 

Next month, the council members' terms 
are over and Mayor Paul Netzel will appoint 
new members. Muhlderger hopes the goals 
will be carried out by these new members 
and new events wtll be Introduced to help 
West Chicago's youth become involved. 
Walen said about the council. •I think this 
Is something really good for the youth in 
the community. Finally the students' voi
ces can be heard." 
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and organization; lack of consumer demand 
Is an obstacle In recycling efforts today. 
e Compost organic waste; coffee grounds, 
egg shells. peanut shells. and peelings add 
nutrients to soil. 
e Buy foods sold In bulk or minimum 
packaging or recycled materials: packaging 
constitutes one third of a landfill's volume. 
e Buy and use recycled paper; producing 
paper from discarded waste paper uses less 
energy and water, saves 17 trees and re-
duces landfill volume. · 
e Choose paper over polystyrene or styro
foam cups for hot beverages: most emit ch· 
lorofluoroearbons which destroytheearth's 
upper ozone layer and uses petroleum, a 
non-renewable resource, In their produc
tion. 
• Select cellulose bags Instead of plastic 
ones. Cellulose is made from wood fiber, is 
biodegradable and non-toxic. Better yet, 
choose unwrapped foods and vegetables In 
your grocery store. 
e Choose soda packs In paper cartons In
stead of plastic rings. Plastics decompose 
very slowly, are made from non-renewable 
petroleum and are deadly for marine ani
mals who consume or become entangled In 
the debris. 
e Buy eggs In cardboard cartons Instead of 

styrofoam. 
e Switch to low wattage or florescent light 
bulbs1 generation of electricity contributes 
to acid rain. 
e Consider air-drying your laundry. tore-
duce acid rain. 
e Maintain and regularly tune your. vehi
cle for maximum gas mileage. 
e Walk, bike, carpool and use public 
transportation to conserve non-renewable 
petroleum and reduce emissions that .con
tribute to the ozone. 
e Buy 10cai1y. produce foods to conserve 
petroleum and reduce emissions that con
tribute to ozone. 
e Spend more ttme playing, · reading, 
writing, drawing, walking, bird watching, 
or exercising in place of TV, stereo and 
electronic games that consume electricity. 
e Borrow or rent equipment or Items that 
you use Infrequently. 
e Reduce use of home, office, and car air 
conditioners to protect the earth's upper 
ozone layer and conserve electricity. 

In summing up what he believes Is in the 
future for the world, Hartigan said, "the next 
time you tum on the TV and see what's going 
on In the world, It will be a generation de
ciding to accept environmental responsi
bility and making choices." 
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Boys' Track has three state hopefuls 
by Kate Jemsek· 

"The season's been tough, trimmed back 
by kids who have quit, but we still have the 
quality kids we can count on," said Wildcat 
boys' track Coach Bob Thomson. 

With· the team happy so far this season, 
Thomson said that they hope to qualify at 
least three Individuals for the state finals, 
May 25 and 26. They are juniors Mark 
Benja, Eddie Gonzalez and Rick Montalvo. 

Benja would be trying to qualify In the 
800-meter run. Benja 's best time so far this 
season Is 2:03, five seconds away from state 
qualifying time. Benja currently holds the 
800-meter run record with a 1:59. 

Gonzalez has a chance to qualify In the 
pole vault and long jump. Gonzalez has 
jumped the state qualifying height In the 
pole vault of 13-6, but his long jump best Is 
still five Inches short of qualifying. 

Thomson believes that 'Gonzalez has a 
good chance of qualifying In the pole vault 
because he has jumped the height once be
fore and that Will help him build up his 
confidence. 

Montalvo Is running the two-mile run In 
9:37 and Is seven seconds off a state quali
fying time. His mile Is five seconds off a state 
qualifying time With a time of 4:29. At the 
DuPage Valley Conference meet, ~ay at 
Glenbard East, Montalvo will be running 
against defending state champion in the 
two-mile run, Naperville North senior Dan 
Nolan. 

Even though Nolan will not be in the Same 
sectional as the Wildcats Montalvo will not 
go unchallenged. Senior Jerry Parkinson 
from Glenbard South is running two se
conds behind Montalvo while senior Dennis 
Hearst of Fenton Is running a 9:27. 

The nice thing about track is 20 people 
can beat you, but if you can run the (state 
qualifying) time you can still qualify to go 
down state," said Thomson. 

This would me Montalvo's second trip 
down state In track, his fourth all-around In 

· both track and cross country where he has 
been named all-state twice. 

Out of the 18 schools the Wildcats Will be 
competing against. the top schools Will be 
Fenton. Lake Park. St. Charles and all the 
Glenbard schools. 

Sophomore Mike Callarman, who com
petes In the two-mile run, has sat out a part 
ofthe season due to an achllles tendon pull. 
Callarman's pulled tendon will keep him 
from a shot at the state meet. 

Ml had a big chance to qualify In the two 
mile," Callatman said. After the first race of 
the outdoor season, Callarman ran a 10:08, 
only 38 seconds off a state qualifying time. 

Thomson hopes that the success the 
runners have seen this year will carry on to 
the following year along with their own 

hopes and dreams. Senior James Zimmer and sophomore 
It's nice to have talented kids like Eddi~ Mike Callarman strive for first. 

and ~lck for the younger ktds to look up to, Callarman will miss sectionals. (photo 
but it s nice to have kids who work hard to . 
accomplish their goat; said l:homson. 1 by Chns Seper) 

Ognie dhd Wolters to exchange 
by Joe oiiver 

Two West Chicago Juniors, Sarah Ognle 
and Jennifer Walters, have been selected to 
be part of a 12 member volleyball team from 
the United States to go to the Soviet Union 
from July 9 to July 31. 

Qgnle and Walters first h~ about the 
program last year during a presentation 
here from a program called Youth for Un
derstanding. The part of the program that 
Ognte and Walters are Involved with Is 
Sports For Understanding. 

While they are there, Ognle and Walters 
wlllbestaytngwtthahostfamllylnMoscow. 
They wlll also be staying In hotels and sport 
camps In Tblisi. 

Qgnte and Walters' coach, Jackie Wilde, 
has already been to Japan, Finland and 
Taiwan with the sports for understanding 
program. 

Wilde and her family have been Involved 
With volleyballformanyyears. Her husband 
is a national referee. her one son, Rod, made 
the 1984 Olympic team and then broke his 
leg was unable to participate. Wilde's sec
ond son Kevin is an assistant volleyball 
coach for Iowa State. 

The two did not originally plan to go to 
Russia. · 

Both Ognle and Walters are "very excited" 
about going. "The closer it gets the more 
excited I get." said Ognle. ai can't walt." 
added Walters. 

Qgnle and Walters both have high ex
pectations. Walters Is expecting a lot of In
tense and challenging activities. Qgnle Is 
expecting to grow up a lot from her trip. 

Walters main purpose for going Is "to Im
prove for next year." Ognle's main purpose 
Is "to excel" and be the best she could be. 

Walters said alt will be something 

different,· when describing what she thinks 
It will be like playing with people from 
around the world. 

Ognle said, "I am very excited about 
playing with people from around the world." 
She is looking forward toseelngthedlfferent 
training techniques from the different 
countries. 

Walters hopes that It will be really tough. 
"I want to Improve my defense a lot." 

Ognle'sgoalistoboostherselfconfidence. 
She added, "I want to be the best." 

"I ortglnally wanted to go to Germany be
cause I speak German and I am German: 
Ognle said. Walters wanted to go to Aus-
tralia. . 

Juniors Jennifer Walters and Sarah Ognie In a relaxed pose. (photo by Joe 
Oliver) 
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Attitude hurts 
softball team 
by Chris Seper 

Attitude Is everything, period. no excuses, 
end of discussion. And It Is simply not there. 

That Is the problem, according to several 
of the Lady Cat softball team members. that 
they are In a cat fight for the DuPage Valley 
Conference crown Instead of walking away 
with It as planned. 

"It's lame," junior Kelly Matthews said 
about the attitude. MNobcxly gets enthusl· 
as tic, our bench just sits there. Last year we 
were standing up against the bench." 

"I think we have a halfway decent 
attitude." senior center fielder Missy vega 
said. "There's certain lndlvtduals that have 
to change." 

The Cats were ranked third in the state by 
the Chicago Sun Times In the preseason. 

"I thtnk that really messed up our heads 
because we have to live up our expectation," 
Vega said. 

Lady Cat Coach Lee Maciejewski declined 
comment, saying that the players were the 
ones who should talk about the attitude, and 
not him. But he did have a plan for winning, 
or a least tying. for the DVC crown. "We're 
going to win the rest (DVC games)," Macie
jewski said. "That'sall we have to do. We win 
the rest, we tie." 

In the middle of all the furvor, freshmen 
Shannon Mason has sprang off the bench to 
take the left field position. Mason, who had 
been splitting designated hitter time with 
sophomores Gretchen Austgen and Chris 
Wrtght, has found her way unto what Ma
ciejewski called in the preseason an 
"airtight" outfield. 

"She's developing Into a fine fielder." Ma
ciejewski said of the freshmen starlette. 
aShe's the third best fielder In the program." 

Mason's bat has also come Into play In 
games like Naperville Central, where she 
went 2-2. helping out the Cats In a 13-4 
victory. Mason was also part of a last ditch 
effort In the bottom of the seventh In a 3-2 
loss to Glenbard South, smacking a double 
and driving home an RBI. 

"We've been more enthusiastic but I think 
we could be more," Mason said about the 
team's attitude.~ 

The two surprise losses has caused Ma
ciejewski to redesign his plans for the 
pitching staff. Plans to bring up sophomore 
junior varsity pitcher Christy Spielman to 
team with varsity backup pitcher. sopho
moreGretchen Austgen. had to be scrapped. 
The Lady Cats will be going with star junior 
Kelly Matthews the rest of the season. 

Matthews has been pitching up to speed 
with last year's pitching performance. 
Matthews was 25-5 last year, pitching all 
thegameslastyear. This year, she has only 
lost three but has pitched all but two, with 
Austgen pitching those. 

The bats have been the one concern of 
Maciejewski, despite the Cats scoring tn 
double figures In etght of the first 1 0 games. 

"The hitting has been a concern of mine," 
.Maciejewski said. "We're spuratic." 

In one game. the Cats bats stalled against 
Glenbard South, as they were unable to 
muster only two runs against their junior 
varsity pitcher. 
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Wildcats nail no. 1 Central, in the hunt 
by Candi Sabol 

The West Chicago boys' baseball team Is 
improving as the season goes in with a re
cord In the DuPage Valley Conference and 
overall. · 

On Thursday April 26, they defeated 
number-one state ranked Naperville Cen
tral in a close battle. 10-9. 

Senior Jesus Blanco pltehed all seven 
innings with ten strikeouts, giving up eight 
hits and two earned runs. 

"He keeps hitters on their toes," Head 
Coach Tim Courtney said. "He can throw a 
curve ball fora strike. He can throw a change 
up and he can throw a fast ball. He throws a 
lot of good pitches." · . 

Senior second baseman Chad Landis was 
3-3 with two singles and one homerun. "He's 
a great hitter," Courtney said. "That Is his 
third homerun. He hardly ever strikes out 
and he hits the ball hard: 

Senior Scott Pold's bases loaded double 
scored two runs. Junior Pat Quane, junior 
Shelby Deah and senior JaretAdrian all had 
singles. 

"We have a lot of players that believe In 
themselves," Courtney said. "They actually 

believed they could wtn." On the year so far. 
Courtney had mixed reviews .. 

"We are a strong team," said Courtney. 
"but we have been Inconsistent. We either 

have a lot of hits and runs and have a good 
game, or very few hits and runs and have a 
badgame. Werarelyplayaverage."TheCats 
have been able to run up big scores, as In the 

Jesus Blanco rears back in the Cats' 1 0-9 win over Naperville Central. (photo 
by Joe Oliver) . 

Central game, but they have also been a 
victim of two no-hit ballgames. 

According to Courtney, the Wildcats has 
two strong players that always play above 
average; Pold and Dean are strong all 
around. They both are hitting over .350 and 
help on the pitching staff. Dean also helps in 
the outfield. Pold, on the other hand, is 
having an "all-conference type of a year," 
said Courtney. "Scott is our top RBI man this 
season and is a strong hitter, pitcher, 
runner, and shortstop." 

As the season progresses, Courtney hopes 
to have more than two strong hitters on the 
team. He said "Warm weather makes you a 
better hitter, so more guys should start 
hitting better." 

Other strong points of the team are in the 
outfield. Five strong outfielders help out In 
this position. They are Dean, senior Dan 
Peterson, junior Ed Pagan, Quane, and se
nior Darryl Sedlacek. 

Courtney is also satisfied with the Infield. 
Pold at shortstop. seniors Chris Nippert at 
first, Landis at second and Blanco at third 
are "one of the things that make We-Go a 
strong supported senior team," said Court
ney. 

Caught in the Webb of success 
by Tricia Blum 

"It took a lot of hard work, staying after 
school extra hours, dedication and going to 
camps." says senior Angle Webb. This is 
what Webb credits her success to. 

on varsity for the regional tournament. In 
her junior and senior year she was on var
sity. 

At the age of ten Webb started to get in
volved in sports. She shot baskets with her 
neighbor every day, and goofed around 
with her family In the backyard playing 
softball and volleyball. 

In softball her sophomore year she re
members hitting a home run against Na
perville Central's, star pitcher Maurene 

In eighth grade she started to play softball. 
She started because her neighbors coach 
told her she didn't look to bad. One year later 
she was starting as the shortstop on the 
varsity softball team and has for all four 
years. It was Webb's first year at fast pitch 
softball. "It was a bigjump from slow pitch to 
varsity fast pitch," says Webb. "I was scared 
halfto death and afraid of coach." continues 
Webb. 

"She came In with a lot of talent, her skills 
improved, the more she plays the better she 
gets." says Lady Cat Softball Coach Lee 
Maciejewski. 

-
In basketball Webbwasonjuniorvarsity 

her freshman year. "I was Intimidated and 
picked on by everyone," says Webb. In 
Webb'ssophomoreyear shewasonJ.V. a~d 

Senior Angie Webb in a happy 
pose. (photo by Tricia Blum) 

Home Sports Schedule and Playoffs 

Badminton 
May 11 
May 12 
Baseball 
May 12 
May 15 
May 17 
May22 
June 2,4 
June 7,8 
Soccer 
May 14 
May 17 
May 22-29 
June 1,2 
Softball 
May 14 
May 22-29 
June 2-4 
June 7-8 
Temrls 
May 14 
May 18,19 
May 24-26 
BoyJ'Traek 

State Finals 
State Finals 

Glenbard East-Doubleheader 
Glenbard South 
Naperville Central 
Regtonals Begin 
Sectionals 
State Finals 

Lake Park 
Naperville North 

Sectional Tournament 
State Finals 

Glenbard North 
Regionals 
SecUonals 
State Finals 

St. Francis 
Sectionals 
State Finals 

DVC Meet at Glenbard East 
May 18, 19 Sectionals 
May 25,26 State Finals 
Girls' Track 
May 11,12 
May 18,19 

Sectionals 
State Finals 

TBA 
TBA 

10a.m. 
4:15p.m. 
4:15p.m. 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 

4:30p.m. 
6p.m. 
TBA 
TBA 

4:15p.m. 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 

4p.m. 
TBA 
TBA 

4p.m. 
TBA 
TBA 

TBA 
TBA 

Morris. In her sophomore season Webb was 
selected All-Area and All-Conference. That 
was just the beginning of her many accom
plishments. 

Webb'saccompllshmentshave been from 
both softball and basketball. In basketball 
she made the Lady Cat Classic All Tourna
ment team in 88-89 and 89-90. Honorable 
Mention All- Conference In 88-89. In the 
89-90 season she was awarded Unanimous 
Choice All-Conference, Most Valuable 
Player, TheDailyJournalandDailyHerald 
All-Area first team, Daily Journal All-Star 
team and Daily Journal DuPage second 
team. 

In the 1988-89 softball season Webb was 
awarded Unanimous Choice All
Conference and All Area Daily Journal and 
Daily Herilld. 

Webb's predictions forthis year Is that the 
team should do good tfthey execute the skills i,., tbtftolid-J~'pttht~ 11 and experience correctly. "We are expected 
to be the lead runner In the conference," 
says Webb, "If we play to our potential we 
will be successful." 

According to Maciejewski, Webb is the 
team leader. Min the past she's been a quiet 
leader and her abilities showed, this year is 

. different . She's got a lot of responsibility so 
she's more vocal." Webb Is one of the top 
players around and with this position there 
ls a lot of pressure and responsibility. "The 
other teams are out to stop her and they are 
not able to do," says Maciejewski. In a game 
early on in the season Webb led the team 
with three hits. Webb Is currently batting 
.450. 

Webb's plans for college are undecided. MI 
have received alotofletters from schools but 
only a few kept In touch." says Webb. Four 
schools Webb is considering are Dana Col
lege In Nebraska, Delta State In Mississippi, 
Jollet St. Francis and Loyola University of 
Chicago. At Dana, Webb would play both 
softball and basketball. They are now In the 
process of negotiating for a scholarship. At 
Loyola. Delta State and Joliet St. Francis 
Webb would only play softball. 

r-------------------------------, saoo . n ' . ssoo 
. lfthi'~J 

FORMAL WEAR 
PROM 

DISCOUNT COUPON 
Downers Grove - (708) 968-1232 

652 W. Ogden Avenue 
Mon.-Fri.10:00 a.m.-9:00p.m. 

Sat. 9:00a.m. -5:00p.m. 
Sun. 11:00 a.m.-5:00p.m. 
April 1st thru June 30. 

Good at any location_- Limit 1 per order. soo 
.... ----------------~-------------'L-------------------------------..1 
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